
REPORT TO 
THE SOUTH WALES POLICE AND CRIME PANEL

18th October 2016

Co-option of two Independent Members on to the South Wales Police 
and Crime Panel

Purpose of the Report

The Shortlisting and Interview Panel will recommend the appointment of two 
Independent Co-opted Members to the Panel for a four year term.

1.0 Introduction / Background

1.1 Panel Arrangements1 state that the Panel shall co-opt two independent co-
opted Members onto the Panel and the term of office shall be until the 31st 
October of the same year as the next ordinary Police and Crime 
Commissioner Election. 

1.2 The term of office for the current co-opted independent members Mr. Mel 
Jehu and Mr. Martyn Jones comes to an end on 31st October 2016. As per 
the Panel Arrangements the positions must be advertised; however this 
does not restrict current independent co-opted members from reapplying or 
being re-appointed to the position.

1.3 The appointment of the two compulsory non-political independent members 
as required by Schedule 6 of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility 
Act 2011 provides an opportunity to readjust the experience, knowledge and 
skills available across the membership of a Police and Crime panel. By 
carefully selecting individuals that complement the Councillors nominated to 
the Panel, Independent Co-optees can be used to fill experience, knowledge 
and skills gaps to help make the Panel more effective.

1.4 A recruitment exercise was undertaken with the closing date for receipt of 
applications being 16th September 2016. In response five applications were 
received.

1.5 The five applications were considered by the Chair Councillor Ernie 
Galsworthy, the Vice Chair Councillor Robert Smith and Councillor Gareth 

1 SWPCP Panel Arrangements- section 3 http://www.merthyr.gov.uk/media/1165/panel-arrangements-final-24th-may-
2013.pdf

http://www.merthyr.gov.uk/media/1165/panel-arrangements-final-24th-may-2013.pdf
http://www.merthyr.gov.uk/media/1165/panel-arrangements-final-24th-may-2013.pdf
http://www.merthyr.gov.uk/media/1165/panel-arrangements-final-24th-may-2013.pdf


Sullivan (the Shortlisting and Interview Panel) and all five applicants were 
invited for interview. Interviews were held on Monday10th October 2016.

1.6 Panel Arrangements state that following the interviews the Shortlisting and 
Interview Panel will make recommendations to the Panel, which will appoint 
the Co-opted Members.

1.7 As per 1.6 above the Shortlisting and Interview Panel will make their 
recommendations to the Panel at its meeting on 18th October 2016. This will 
be for a four year term (1st November 2016 until 31st October 2020).

2.0 Recommendation(s) that.

2.1 The two independent co-opted Members as recommended by the 
Shortlisting and Interview Panel at today’s meeting be approved by the 
Panel, and are appointed for a four year term.

Simon Jones
Senior Solicitor, 
Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council


